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an officer in command, and lie issues Ms orders
accordingly. It is much more pleasant to command
than to obey, especially to those who have themselves
been disciplined in the school of obedience. It is true
that the under-secretary, in writing an official letter,
informs his correspondent that he is directed by his
honour the lieutenant-governor of the province to
bid him do this or abstain from doing that; but the
personality of the under-secretary is not always con-
cealed, or rather it derives part of its glory and
brilliancy from the association of his name with that
of the lieutenant-governor. But it is not merely to
his own friends and contemporaries that the young
under-secretary stands forth as the representative of
the highest authority. When he was an assistant
he may have demeaned himself humbly before the
collector-magistrate who was his immediate master.
He probably felt a sort of mysterious awe as regards
the officer styled a commissioner of division, who is
the superior master of several collector-magistrates
and their assistants. But as an under-secretary he
finds himself issuing orders to these commissioners,
with instructions to them to communicate his orders
to the collector-magistrates. In fact, official etiquette
in the secretariat almost precludes him from direct
communication with his former superior, the collector-
magistrate. There is yet another strong point of
contrast between the position of the under-secretary
and that of his unpromoted brethren, the sub-divisional